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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Diſcourſe is publiſhed at the af- 
fectionate requeſt of many who heard it, for 
whom the Author entertains a juſt reſpect, and whoſe 
approbation he eſteems a pleaſing ſanction to his well- 
meant attempt, at a criſis when this country ſeems 
to be in growing danger from Popery. The en- 
couragement lately given to it here was ſurely not 
neceſſary to increaſe the zeal of its Prieſts, or the 
number of its votaries. Nevertheleſs ſo extraordinary 
a meaſure may prove the occaſion of good, if it 
ſhall ſerve to awaken the vigilance of thoſe Pro- 
teſtants who are ſtill concerned for the intereſts of 
truth, of virtue, and of liberty; three things ſo in- 
timately united, that they muſt always proſper or 
ſuffer together. From the experience of ages it is 
evident, that when principles and morals are gone, 
freedom will not long remain. But were it poſſible, 
that the laſt could be preſerved without the other 
two, are They of no value; or is it of little moment 
what becomes of our faith and manners, provided 
our civil rights are ſafe ? 
Is there not room to ſuſpect, that amidſt the noiſe 
and buſtle of our political contentions, the Proteſtant 
cauſe is now, with many on both ſides, an inferior 
conſideration, if any conſideration at all ? Has not the 
wonderful coolneſs on this ſubject, viſible amongſt us in 
theſe 
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theſe times, extended to America? Ardent as ſo many 
of her ſons have ſhewn themſelves in their ſtruggle for 
temporal independence, have they diſcovered any ab- 


horrence or apprehenſion of ſpiritual tyranny? May 


it not be ſaid, that they * have bowed the knee to 
ce Baal,“ in the League they have lately formed with a 
Nation, where idolatry-is eſtabliſhed by law, ſupported 
by power, practiſed by the man whom they ſtyle their 
&« Great and Good Ally”; and where the groſſeſt impo- 
ſitions on reaſon and conſcience go hand in hand with 
an arbitrary government? Let them profeſs i in the mean 
while what piety they may, hardly, I think, will they 
call this a proof of it : and perhaps the conſequences 
may ſooner or later convince them, that neither was it 
a mark of their wiſdom. They appear indeed to have 
forgotten, that France was never remarkable for her re- 
gard to treaties, and that Popery holds not herſelf obliged 


to keep faith with Heretics, but that ſhe reckons it her 
duty and her glory to conyert or deſtroy them. Neither 
do they ſeem aware, that to enter into ſo cloſe a con- | 


nexion with a people, amongſt whom they believe the 


Religion. of Chriſt to be ſo deeply corrupted, and ſo 


vilely debaſed, is not the moſt likely way to ſecure the 
favour of Heaven, But if America is under no anxiety 
on theſe articles, does ſhe fear nothing for her Youth 
from the contagion of F rench manners? Will her 


Youth be in no danger from familiarity with Coxcombs 
and Profligates, pouring in upon them from a country 


which may be conſidered as the very ſchool of falſe gal- 
lantry, and polite diſſimulation, of atheiſm aſſuming the 
name of philoſophy, and adultery reduced to a ſyſtem * ? 
Will the vivacity of her Females, in particular, run no 


riſk 
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riſk of being perverted by ſo many ſmooth and ſprightly 
ſeducers? Or, will the danger be much leſſened by an 
inundation of Jeſuits, expelled from their former ſeats, 
and of other worthleſs but inſinuating prieſts, excited by 
avarice, ambition, or bigotry? Be this as it will, God 
grant that Proteſtants of every denomination in Britain 
may be on their guard againſt the infection of Popery, 
which has been found, in numberleſs inſtances, incom- 
patible with the liberties, hoſtile to the lives, and perni- 
cious to the ſouls of men! May Parents eſpecially be 
careful how, from an affectation of refinement, or the 
love of novelty, or a ſpirit of indifference, or the deſire 
of ſaving, they expoſe their children to ſo great a ha- 
zard, by entruſting with their education, men whoſe 
talents and aſſiduity render them too ſucceſsful in com- 
municating the deadly poiſon ft 
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REV. xviii. 23, 24. 


— B THY SORCERIES WERE ALL NATIONS DE- 
CEIVED; AND IN HER WAS FOUND THE BLOOD 
OF PROPHETS, AND OF SAINTS, AND OF ALL 
THAT WERE SLAIN UPON THE EARTH. 


OU need not be told, that one object of our 
preſent meeting is to pray for ſucceſs to our 
= - arms in the hazardous war in which we are en- 
gaged againſt France. You are not ignorant of the 
unnatural alliance which America has contracted with 
that inſidious nation. Many of you know, that partly 
from the form of her government, partly from a rival- 
ſhip in wealth and power, partly from the remembrance 
of ancient and hereditary quarrels, but chiefly from 
the Spirit of her Religion, there is reaſon to appre- 
hend ſhe will ever prove the open or ſecret enemy of 
3 Britain. 


lj 
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Britain. And none of you can be inſenſible that the 
manifold ſins, which we are particularly called upon to 
conſeſs this day, derive their higheſt aggravation from 
being committed againſt the ſuperior light we enjoy as 
Proteſtants. In ſuch circumſtances it may help to excite 
proper ſentiments of penitence and zeal, if I lay before 
you the greater part of a Sermon on Popery, which 1 
preached five-and- twenty years ago, in the preſence and 
by the appointment of a numerous and reſpectable body 
of the Scotch Clergy, with whom I was then nearly 
connected. The application indeed will be confiderably 
different; as the ſtate of things, ſince that period, 
has undergone a material alteration in ſeveral reſpects. 
I could explain myſelf, if it were neceſſary; but it is 
not, and therefore without farther preface I ſhall proceed 
to my ſubject, on which I mean to deliver myſelf with 
freedom, as a real friend to you, to our Ys and to 
the Proteſtant Religion. 

The portion of ſcripture, which I have ſelected for my 
text, is in the laſt degree ſtriking. It exhibits two prin- 
cipal features of a moſt extraordinary picture which we 
find drawn at full length in this and ſome preceding 


chapters; repreſenting an enormouſly deluſive and cruel 


Power, that was to ariſe long after it was predicted, but 
which, in the ſtyle frequently employed on ſuch occa- 
ſions, is ſpoken of as a thing that had already taken 
place. That it refers to the Church of Rome, is the firm 
Opinion of the beſt critics. And indeed, upon comparing 
the picture itſelf with the hiſtory of the Chriſtian world 


for many ages paſt, reſpecting religion, it appears to be as 


complete and as characteriſtic a repreſentation of Popery, 


in her moſt flouriſhing times, as could have been given, 
had 
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had that © Mother of harlots and abominations” actually 
exiſted, when ſhe was ſhadowed forth to the prophetic 
mind of the Apoſtle. Nor does it ſeem applicable to any 
other Power, that has appeared amongſt men, 
As the infamous Woman here deſcribed is ſaid to fit on 
SevenHills,it isevidentſhe was intended to perſonateRome, 
the only city on earth ſo ſituated. She is called Babylon in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe, from her reſemblance to the Chaldean 


metropolis of that name, in her idolatry, and perſecution 


of the people of God. But that Pagan Rome was not 
deſigned by her, is plain from the Apoſtle's wondering 
with great admiration, when he ſaw her drunken with 


< the blogd of the Saints, and with the blood of the 


«© martyrs of Jeſus.” The appearance of ſuch rage from 
that quarter would have been nothing new or ſtrange to 
him, who had ſeen it break out almoſt in the very begin- 
ning of Chriſtianity, and who could not have forgotten 
that, thirty years before he was favoured with this reve- 


lation, Chriſtians had, by the command of Nero, been 


ſlaughtered with every aggravating circumſtance of 
mockery and torment. What juſtly aſtoniſhed the 
amiable Divine, was that Rome, profeſſing the religion of 
peace, nay, pretending to be the Repreſentative of its 
Author, and the Head of his Church, ſhould ſurpaſs all 
other cities, and even herſelf when Pagan, in impiety 
and cruelty. : | | 

The chapter before us contains a very emphatical pre- 
diction of the ruin that will overwhelm the Papal Power 
in ſome future period, as publiſhed by three Angelic 
Voices. The firſt declares the certainty of that ruin: 
the ſecond deſcribes its extremity ; and the laſt pro- 
nounces it irrecoyerable, The reaſons for a retribution 
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fo tremendous are alſo aſſigned; namely, her Spiritual 
Deceit, and her Bloody Diſpoſition. Both are intimated 
with ſingular force in the text: For by thy “ Sorceries 
& wore all nations deceived; and in Her was found the 
4 Blood of prophets, and of martyrs, and of all that were 
& ſlain upon the earth.“ | 

The laſt expreſſions require no paraphraſe: they are 
dreadfully intelligible. The firſt are explained by St. 
Paul, where painting “ the Man of Sin that was to be 
4 revealed,” in colours which correſpond remarkably 
with thoſe made uſe of by St. John, he informs us, that 
this Son of Perdition would come with all deceivable- 


<« nefs of unrighteouſneſs 1 in them that periſh : a ſigni- © 


ficant hebraiſm, which ſeems ſtrongly to imply, that the 
grand impoſtor in view would not only acquire and 
maintain his authority by the moſt deteſtable frauds, but 


likewiſe deſtroy the ſouls of men, by numberleſs ungodly 
arts of deluding them into a fond conceit that piety may 


ſubſiſt without virtue, nay, that they may be extremely 
religious though extremely wicked; and fo, by the moſt 
fatal kind of magic, making them dream of paradiſe, 
perhaps of its higheſt ſeats, while they hang on the very 
verge of hell. 

It is in the latter point of li ohe n that we propoſe 
to contemplate the Sorceries of the Church of Rome: 
After which we will look a little, and but a little—it is 
a ſpectacle of too much horror—at that ſcene of Blood, 
where ſhe ſtalks along with infernal fury, flaming from 
the murder of God's worſhippers, and boaſting of her 
zeal for God's ſervice, From both ſurveys, ſo mournful 
to religion and humanity, we will make ſuch reflections 
as may be moſt uſeful on this occaſion. 
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In the firſt place, we are to contemplate the Sorceries 
t the Church of Rome, or thoſe pleaſing but pernicious 
deluſions, by which ſhe cheats her votaries into a perſua- 
ſion of their ſafety, and of their merit, at the ſame time 
that ſhe leaves them *© in the gall of bitterneſs and the 
& bond of i iniquity,” nay, that ſhe renders them ſeven- 
fold more the children of the Devil,” than they would 
ever have been, but for Her Enchantments, | 
You will comprehend my meaning better, if we take 
things as far back, as we are enabled by the ſacred 
records to trace the hiſtory of the univerſe. There we 
learn, that the Eternal having formed innumerable hoſts 
of bright and bleſſed ſpirits to be the firſt and nobleſt 
ſubjects of his government, whole legions of them 
revolted, and became degenerate and miſerable beings, 
whoſe ſole occupation it was to work miſchief ; and that 
accordingly Satan, the leader of the revolt, found means 
to draw into it the creature Man, who had been lately 
called into exiſtence, and placed in a ſtate of integrity 
and delight, which the other could not behold without 
envy... Thus he introduced on our-earth a kingdom of 
his own, in oppoſition to the kingdom of Jehovah. But 
the Ruler of the world reſolved to overthrow this inſo- 
lent adverſary, and taking pity on the new race, whoſe 
inexperience had been beguiled by craft, was graciouſly 
| pleaſed to promiſe that . the ſeed of the Woman ſhould 
<< bruiſe the head of the Serpent. He performed his pro- 
miſe. In the fulneſs of time he ſent forth his Son made of 
«© a Woman,” with proper authority, and qualifications, to 
ſubdue the original apoſtate, recall deluded men to their 
duty, and reftore them to that felicity which they had 
forfeited by their diſobedience. The Son of God was 
manifeſted 


| 1 
cc manifeſted to deſtroy the works of the Devil.” In 
proſecution of this plan, at once the moſt dignified and 
merciful, our Redeemer no ſooner appears on the public 
theatre, than he openly proclaims war with the Powers 
of darkneſs, after having privately baffled the perſonal 
aſſaults of their Prince: in the name and on the behalf 
of his Father, he diſplays by his life and doctrine an 
elevated ſtandard of truth and goodneſs : he invites his 
unhappy brethren of mankind to renounce their tranſ- 
greſſions, and to follow his croſs: in virtue of that croſs 
he offers a general and ample indemnity : and this 


indemnity he publiſhes in the cleareſt terms, and on the 


kindeſt conditions; conditions which he deems it no way 
beneath his greatneſs, or that of the Sovereign Parent 
who ſent him, to entreat them to accept. As he came 
cc not to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave them, ſo he 
fought to gain thoſe affections which he knew could 
not be forced; not forgetting however to denounce 


ſuch woes againſt obſtinate offenders as might impreſs 


terror, while to the ſincerely penitent he promiſes every 
neceſſary ſupport, and every poſſible privilege. In fine, 
he propoſes ſuch a ſcheme of ſalvation, as, if attentively 
conſidered and cordially embraced, cannat fail to recover 
men from ignorance, corruption, guilt, and by illumi- 
nating their minds, reQifying their diſpoſitions, and 
reviving their hearts, to reconcile them to God, and ren- 
der them wiſe, virtuous, pious, happy. 

But now we ſay, that the Church of Rome has ſo 
altered and diſguiſed this glorious ſcheme, as wholly to 
deface its beauty, and greatly to obſtruct its ſucceſs. We 
go further and ſay, that in place of the Myſtery of God- 
*flineſs,” taught by the Goſpel for the n of human 

nature 
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nature to knowledge, purity, and peace, ſhe dy artfully 
framed and indefatigably propagated a Myſtery of Ini- 
* quity,“ an aſtoniſhing compound of wicked opinions 
and wicked obſervances, to keep mankind in error, vice, 
and miſery, and yet conceal from them their real ſituation. 
In a word, we ſay, that the Syſtem of Popery is a direct 
apoſtacy from the Religion of Chriſt, and the Practice of 
Popery a direct revolt from the Kingdom of Chriſt ; and 
all this under the impudent pretence of alone retaining 
that religion, and alone defending that kingdom. 
Do we mean by theſe propoſitions to deny the poſſibi- 
lity of Salvation in the Church of Rome? God forbid. 
It were great want of underſtanding not to conceive, 
that, as many Proteſtants are worſe than their religion, 
many Papiſts may be better than theirs. It were equal 
want of candour not to acknowledge, that there have 
been found in this Communion, deeply corrupt as it is, 
perſons of exalted virtue, and who in the article of 
internal devotion, or what is properly ſtyled the Spirit 
of Piety, abſtracted. from its Forms, have ſoared as noble 
heights, and breathed as divine ſentiments, as ever were 
attained by uninſpired mortality. It is, I think, indubi- 
table, that a man may be miſtaken, exceedingly miſtaken 
in many things relating to his religious opinions, and yet 
be perfectly ſincere in his endeavours to cultivate a holy 
temper, and preſerve an upright conduct. The good- 
_ neſs of his affections, the ſtrictneſs of his education, the 
influence of thoſe truths which he retains, and the aſſiſt- 
ance of that grace which is never with-held from the 
conſcientics, may well be allowed ſufficient to overba- 
lance the ill effects of tenets extremely erroneous, but leſs 
2 We know it is the judgement of an Apoſtle, 
in 
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. | 
an conſequence of a heavenly viſion ſent him with an 
immediate view to overcome his prejudices on this ſub- 
ject, and teach him more enlargement of mind, that 
there are thoſe Who fear God and work righteouſneſs 


s in every Nation —in Every nation, and of courſe 
under every aſpect of religion. We Proteſtants reproach 


the Church of Rome for her want of charity: let us 
never imitate her in the moſt antaiſtien of. all diſpo- 
ſitions. 

But ſtill we cannot help being meinen that the 
native tendency, I ſay the Native tendency of Popery is 
.to make and keep .her votaries vicious and irreligious 
under the maſk of zeal and auſterity. This we affirm in 
general; and we prove it from the whole compoſition 


and genius of that ſyſtem. At preſent we ſhall only pro- 


duce a ſample of our proofs, from which however it will 
not be difficult to judge of the reſt. 

It has been often remarked, as a point of the firſt 
importance, that Chriſtianity aims at the heart. To 


. penetrate, engage, and purify the heart, is its great 


endeavour. As its morality is refined, yet ſolid, depend- 


ing chiefly on inward worth; ſo its ritual is alike ſimple 


and expreflive, leading directly to inward devotion. It 


pronounces the higheſt beatitude to © the pure in heart :” 
it promiſes the divine acceptance to thoſe who ©* worſhip 
God in ſpirit and in truth.” It preſcribes no pompous 


rites : it prohibits all oftentatious ſervices : it reprobates 
every appearance of piety or virtue that does not proceed 
from the hidden man of the heart;” uniformly and 
- unweariedly calling off the attention of its diſciples 


- from whatever is merely mechanical or formal in religion 
to whatever is vital and ſubſtantial, Now Popery does 


juſt 
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Juſt the reverfe. She teaches her followers to 18 on the 
«work wrought,” without regard to the intention or the 
manner of doing it. The love of God, and the contri- 
tion of the ſoul, ſhe conſiders as unneceſſary. And 
indeed ſhe has taken but too effectual care to exclude 
them, by introducing an endleſs and Jaborious train of 


empty but ſhowy ceremonies, that impoſe and dazzle 


by their parade, and leave neither leiſure nor inclination 
to mind any thing rational or moral. So many fa- 


craments, faſts, and feſtivals, however ſuperfluous, 


burdenſome, and abſurd; ſuch frequent ſaying and 


hearing of prayers, though in an unknown tongue; 


ſuch continual croſſings, and telling of beads, and 
ſprinkling with holy water, though perfectly childiſh ; 
ſuch eternal grimaces, bowing, and cringing to images, 


_ crucifixes, and conſecrated wafers, thou gh rank idolatry; 


—all this, and much more of the ſame kind, mixed up 
with infinite ſolemnity, ſo intoxicates the unguarded po- 
pulace, that they fancy themſelves wonderfully devout 
and holy for being out of meaſure ſuperſtitious. 

Their deſigning or deluded prieſts fail not, in the mean 


time, to forward ſuch ſpiritual drunkenneſs by many of 


their writings and diſcourſes, as well as by the utmoſt 
inſinuation of private addreſs, joined with the pomp of 


public proceſſions, and the ſplendor of veſtments, pic- 


tures, altars, churches ; till the vulgar mind is inflamed 


and tranſported to the moſt paſſionate admiration of a 


plauſible becauſe ſanctimonious exterior, which yet is 
totally diſtinct from true religion, and in reality deſtruc- 
tive of it. Nothing indeed is more common than for 


genuine excellence to be neglected, wherever forms and 


appearances are earneſtly ſtudied, The human mind is 
| | 5 ſeldom 
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ſeldom eapable of attending properly to, a multi 
plicity of objects; and when ill informed, it will 
uſually prefer the moſt frivolous and futile to thoſe of 
higheſt value. 

Too prevent the blinded neople from diſcovering hoe 
vilely they are cheated, their guides are careful to keep 
them in profound ignorance, and impreſs it on them as a 


fundamental maxim, that ſuch <** Ignorance i is the Mo- 


ether of Devotion; diſcouraging every free and manly 
exerciſe of their underſtandings, and perſuading them to 


believe that they will be acceptable to their Creator exactly 


in the ſame proportion in which they are ſubmiſſive ta 
the Church. To make all ſure, they hide from them the 
. Scriptures. Thoſe ſcriptures which were given for the 


purpoſe of aſſiſting human reaſon, and making men 


« wiſe to ſalvation,” thoſe very ſcriptures which all are 


concerned to know, and which Chriſt himſelf commands 
all to ſearch, Chriſt's pretended Vicar forbids all to 


fearch, except the clergy. So that, if any layman, 
deſirous of being aſcertained concerning his duty, pre- 
ſumes to look into the word of God, without permiſſion 


from the biſhop or inquiſitor, or without the advice of 


the miniſter or confeſſor, or even after theſe precautions 


without'a licence in form, he cannot receive abſolution 
for his ſins, and for this hethous ſin among the reſt, 


unleſs he firſt ſurrender up his Bible to the ordinary. 
Having thus ſhut out the broad day-light of Heaven, 

and ſet up in its ſtead the miſerable taper of human 
authority, the Magician of Rome has the faireſt ſcope 

;  taſtrike and awe the credulous multitude, by raiſing ſuck 
ſpectres of ſuperſtition as he pleaſes. I think I fee him 
with all his implements and: ſpells about him, his ſalt, his 
aſhes, 
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aſhes, his wax, his unguents, his palms, his rofaries, his 
relics, his keys, his ſwords, his bulls, his anathemas, 
his pardons, his pontifical ornaments, fictitious ſaints, 
fooliſh traditions, ridiculous legends, and pretended mi- 
racles ; playing, for his own amuſement and advantage, 
innumerable tricks with the ſouls of men, and wRenks 
them into all manner of idolatrous and criminal prac- 
tices. | How agreeable to that animated deſcription, 
a part of which we cited before, where St. Paul, 
the moſt maſterly of writers, has theſe words, whoſe 
ve coming is after the working of Satan, with all 
& power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and with al] 
£6 deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs 'in them that pe- 
$6 riſh Is this the man—great God! is This the man 
that dares to call himſelf like Thee Infallible, the Sove- 
| reign Judge of Truth, the Unerring Guide of Chri- 
ſtians ? Unhappy mortals, that are under ſuch direc- 
tion And has this jugg gler, this uſurper, this blaſphe- | 
mer, been ſtyled Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, 
worſhipped under thoſe appellations, and declared ſub- 
jet to no law, but, by the plenitude of his power, 
entitled to make right wrong, and wrong right; to 
make virtue yice, and vice virtue; to diſpenſe with all 
laws human and divine; and to do all things above law, 
without law, and againſt law ?—With what peculiar 
propriety does the Apoſtle laſt quoted term him That 
C Wicked One,” or, as the original word-imports, That 
| Lawleſs Perſon, and till more emphatically, c The Man 

** of Sin, The Son of Perdition !“ 

Such he has always been in his Public capacity. His 
Private character has often been not much better Not 
much better, did I ſay? Were there ever more execrable 
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wretches upon earth, than many of the Popes a lon g 2 


frightful ſucceſſion of monſters, whoſe names are odious 
to this day for perfidy, for cruelty, for lewdneſs, for im- 
piety, for atheiſm, for the moſt brutal exceſſes, and atro- 
cious crimes, I appeal to their own hiſtorians: I. appeal 
to ſome of the warmeſt 'adyocates for Popery.— And yet 
thoſe very monſters could have the effrontery to pretend 
they were the immediate Repreſentatives of the Holy Jeſus, 


that ſpotleſs Image of his Father's glory, who, whilſt he 
taught mankind the divine life, was himſelf a perfect mo- 


del of it ! What effects are likely to be produced on the 
manners of a rel igious ſociety, when curſed with ſuch reve- 
rend profligates at its head, I leave you to imagine; eſpeci- 
ally if you conſider their extenſive domination and amazing 


influence. Indeed their example alone, in ſuch circum- 


ſtances, muſt be infinitely, peſtilential. But it ſhould 
never be forgotten, that the whole Papal ſyſtem is con- 
trived to aggrandize and enrich-the Pope and his clergy z 
that the latter will generally be diſpoſed to imitate their 

maſter and patron ; that the. morals of neither will be 
mended by the cager purſuit or enjoyment. of wealth and 
power ; that in every church where theſe. abound, the 


governors will not often be diſtinguiſhed by their tempe- 


rance, modeſty, or attention to the duties of their office 


and that, in ſuch caſes, the people will ſeldom have the 


privilege of hearing the beſt inſtructions, or ſeeing the 
pureſt examples. How much are the people to be pitied, 
under directors of this ſtamp ! Yet theſe, if you will take 
their word for it, are the ſucceſſors of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. What a contraſt! Men ſwimming in ſelfiſh 
affluence and grandeur, diſſolved in ſloth and luxury, ſwel- 
ling with pride, ambition, and es neglecting and 
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eſpiſing their flocks, .or ſeeking only to ce have g | 


nion over their faith, inſtead of being helpers together 


of their joy ;”” can Theſe be the ſucceſſors of Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, who “ preached the Goſpel to the poor,” 
and, though themſelves indigent, “went about doing 
good, and ſeeking nothing but the praiſe of God, and 
the ſalvation of ſouls ? 

I believe; it will be found in every communion, that 
the principles and manners of mankind are greatly influ- 
enced by thoſe of their public teachers: nor have I any 
doubt, that the. immoralities and cruelties, which have 
diſtinguiſhed ſo many of the Roman Catholic perſua- 


fron, ſhould be imputed chiefly to their Prieſts. The 


Laity would certainly be much better than they often 
are, but for the worthleſsneſs and bigotry ſo prevalent 
among their ghoſtly fathers, who fire them with animo- 
ſity againſt all of a different faith, and encourage them, 
by their practice as well as doctrine, to think that zeal 
for Holy Mother Church will “ cover a multitude of 
& fins,” This powerful paſſion, for which her Clergy 
have been always remarkable, ſhe has very artfully ex- 
cited, and concentrated fo as to make it operate with pe- 
culiar force, by her well known law of Celibacy ; which, 
in cutting them off for ever from the tender charities, oc- 
cupations, and joys of domeſtic life, diverts the main 
current of their affections towards eccleſiaſtical intereſts 


and cares; at the ſame time that it frequently expoſes 


them to dreadful temptations from irregular appetites, 
eſpecially living, as many of them live, in the utmoſt 
plenty and indulgence. The abominations, of which 
numberleſs monks and friars ſtand accuſed on all hands, 
and which have from them ſpread among the people in 

Popiſh 
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Popiſh countries with ſuch a degree of rage, are indeed 
ſpocking. The reſpect I feel for this audience-will not 


permit me to name them. 
What ſhall we fay, with regard to many whom the 


Church of Rome has cannonized ; complimenting with 


elevated ſtations in heaven thoſe who were unworthy or 
unfit to live on earth, whoſe principal recommendation 
appears from hiſtory to have been uncommon flagitiouſ- 
neſs, or uncommon frenzy? And theſe are among the 
Saints whom ſhe holds up as patterns of imitation, nay, as 
objects of adoration, no leſs than as the firſt favourites of 


the Almighty, and preyailing interceſſors with Him for 


their mortal brethren, You can readily conceive the 


dangerous influence it will be apt to have on the 


ignorant and enthuſiaſtic, when they hear that per- 
ſons may be and aQually have been raiſed to the 
higheſt poſſible dignities in the other world for commit- 
ting the greateſt poſſible villainies or follies in this; and 
are worked up by all the machinery of ſuperſtition to an 
idolatrous veneration for ſuch characters. 

But ſuppoſe that no ſuch characters were found in | the 
Popiſh calendar, ſtill the Worſhip of Saints in general, 
and likewiſe of Angels, is not more repugnant to the 
voice of Scripture, than inconſiſtent, in the nature of 
things, with that unrivalled adoration, which is due to 


the unrivalled excellence of the One Supreme, and 


which it ſeems to have been his chief deſign, in the 
ſueceſſive diſpenſations of religion from the beginning, 


to eſtabliſh and ſecure amongſt men. What think you 


of the Virgin Mary's being daily invoked with humble 
and univerſal proftration ? What think you of her being 
immediately implored, as the Mother of grace and of 
us mere/ 


PRE, 


i CUFF 
te mercy, to protect from enemies, and to receive at 
« death, to pardon the guilty, and to enlighten the 
« blind ;” ay, and even * to command the Redeemer 


4% in the right of a Mother?“ What think you of ten 
addreſſes to Her, in the Romiſh Litany, for one to the 


Father of all; thus expreſsly and openly “ honour- 
4e ing the creature more than the Creator, who is God 
cc bleſſed for ever?” Shall I mention after this, that 
altars are conſecrated, and the ſacrifice of the Maſs itſelf 
offered; to her honour, and to the honour of the Saints 3 
that, in the form of Abſolution, the pardon of ſins, the 
increaſe of grace, and life eternal, are prayed for to the 
penitent, not only by the paſſion of Chriſt, but by the 
c merits of the Bleſſed Virgin, and of all the Saints ;” 
and that the ſame are aſked from Angels? Is it not 
deplorable to ſee' the duty and homage which chriſtians 
owe to their Maker thus divided, alienated, diſgraced ? 
Is it not deplorable to ſee men transformed into mere 
puppets of devotion, and the feelings of genuine piety. 
baniſhed by the mummery of an unſcriptural, irrational, 
and indecent ceremonial? 

Again, what well-taught believer can forbear to la- 
ment, that the Croſs of Chriſt ſhould be fo little under- 


ſtood, and fo much depreciated, by thoſe who are per- 
| petually kiſſing its images; while they aſſociate with the 


one perfect Offering nameleſs vain oblations, and with 
the one divine Mediator a multitude of created ones, 


amidſt whom the ſweet ſimplicity of evangelical wor- 


ſhip is loſt, and both the reverence and confidence of 


the ſoul are diſtracted between innumerable objects? 


Here too it ſhould be carefully obſerved, that while 


Chriſt is ſet forth in the Goſpel as “ the Author of 


«« eternal 
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ts eternal ſalvation to them only that obey him,“ the 


worſt tranſgreſſors are by Popery encouraged to depend 
on the merits of others, ariſing from Works of Su- 


pererogation, and helping to form a public Bank or 


Treaſury, out of which thoſe, who have no virtue 
of their own, may be N e at a 2 
expence. - 


As this ſtrange tenet promotes fatal ſecurity on one 
hand, it foſters enormous pride on the other; leading 


men to ſuppoſe, that human nature may not only keep 
all the commandments ſo completely, as to challenge 
the praiſe of perfection in the ſight of God, and the 
reward of heaven on the ſcore of debt, but, by ob- 
ſerving more laws than God has made, may acquire, 
over and above, a ſuperfluity of Deſert for the aſſiſtance 
of ſuch as are deficient. - In the ſame” ſtrain they are 
taught to believe, that many have ſuffered more than 


their ſins required; and that their ſufferings, added to 


thoſe of Chriſt, contribute to make up the Spiri- 
tual Exchequer now alluded to; of which, by the 


way, it is ſtill underſtood, that the Pope muſt keep 


the key. 
I pretend not to enumerate all the doctrines or maxims 


deviſed by that Man of Sin“ and his abettors, as if 


with a direct intention to counteract the deſign of Chriſ- 
tianity, in eluding its precepts, baffling its ſanctions, and 
ſuperſeding the neceſſity of real righteouſneſs. But 
beſide thoſe already mentioned, I will name the follow- 
ing ;—that ſome of our ſins are merely venial, not 


mortal, nor indeed any hindrance to ſalvation that 


Contrition for the reſt does not require an expreſs pur- 


3 poſe of amendment ;—that Attrition, or ſorrow for ſin, 
from 
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from the fear of puniſhment alone, without any higher 
principle, will procure pardon, upon confeſſion te a 


prieſt, and abſolution from him; that abſtinence from 


certain meats is meritorious that giving of alms ſa- 
tisfies for guilt, and entitles to heaven that wicked 
men may be true members of the Church ;—that a 
miſcreant, or an infidel, may partake of the true body 
and blood of Chriſt ;—that the bare participation of the 
ſacraments, without faith, confers grace that to be 
heard, it is not neceſlary to pray either in faith, or with 


underſtanding that the mere ſign of the Croſs, made 


by any man, is ſufficient to drive away evil ſpirits j— 
that an external attendance on the ſacrifice of the maſs, 


without the devotion of the heart, is effectual to obtain 


the pardon of ſins, not in the preſent life only, but after- 
wards in Purgatory. | ; 
When I name Purgatory, what a gulf of deluſion 
opens to view, in which it is impoſſible to ſay how 
many ſouls have periſhed ! This we know, that the paſ- 
ſions are continually prone to break looſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the moſt powerful reſtraints from the threatenings of 
religion, except in a few minds happily governed by more 


ingenuous motives : conſequently, ſuch opinions, as tend 


to remove or weaken thoſe reſtraints, muſt be peculiarly 
dangerous. Fhus, in the inſtance before us, what ſhall 
trinder the generality from indulging their inelinations to 


the utmoſt, while they live; if, inſtead of everlaſting - 
deſtruction, they expect when they die to be refined from 


every ſtain in the fires of Purgatory, a middle region be- 
tween Paradiſe and Hell, and after ſuffering there in a 


greater or leſs degree, for a longer or ſhorter ſpace, to he 


ſet free, and tranſmitted pure to Heaven, by the prayers 
. D 1 . 
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of the faithful on earth? Nor can I help thinking this fe- 


tion the more dangerous, that to thoſe who do not conſult 


or regard the Word of God, and the deepeſt feelings of 
the human breaſt, it may ſeem not very. improbable from, 
the mixed characters ſo common amongſt mankind. But 
as it immediately oppoſes that awful conſtitution of 
things, by which heathens themſelyes have believed good 
and bad men to be eternally ſeparated at death, ſo it flatly 


contradicts the cleareſt declarations of Scripture, which 


have been often quoted on this article. No matter: it 


is a ſource of boundleſs opulence and authority to Holy 
Mother Church. What cares She for the ſacred fences 


which God has raiſed againſt fin, if, by throwing them 


down, ſhe can till extend her own power and, acqui- 


| Gtions ? The ſalutary apprehenſions of real miſery, by 
which Reaſon and Revelation would deter. men. from the. 


| courſes that lead to it, ſhe turns into vain terrors for a 
bugbear, that She may have the employment of relieving 


them. It is a branch of the craft by which. ſhe 
has her wealth” and influence: and a very profitable 


branch ſhe finds it, in the ſums, the eſtates, the trea- 
ſures, given and left her on account of. Prayers and 


Maſſes for the deliverance of departed ſouls from Purga - 


tor y. | 
Qa the Gag ſtock, and for the fie 3 ſhe has, 
with great ikill, grafted Pilgrimages and Penances, 
Auricular Confeſſion and Extreme Unction; but above 
all the reſt, Indulgences, Pardons, and Diſpenſations, 
as. many, and as large, as can be wiſhed by men, os 
bought for money. 


Theſe Jaſt indeed, to Hoa the metaphor, ka : 


conſidered as the main pillar in that amazing ſtructure 
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of corruption, which Popery has raiſed 'on the ruins of 
Chriſtianity. And here, we cannot but obſerve, her 
ſtyle is alike blaſphemous and licentions. Though we 
are aſſured by the higheſt authority, „that none can 
forgive Sin but God only,” ſhe claims an equal power 
to pardon the fault, to abfolve from the guilt, and to 
remit from the puniſhment. In what terms ſhall we 
ſpeak of that ſcandalous book, publiſhed at Rome long 
ago, and often ſince at other places, in which is fixed a 
rate for fins, according to the nature and degree of each, 
the moſt heinous and horrible not excepted; not even 


the breach of oaths the moſt ſolemn and important, the 


killing of a parent, or the debanching of the heareſt 
relations? Quake thou, O earth; tremble, ye heavens; 
* and yeſtars, withdraw yourſhining !”—Itwould ſcarcely 
be credited; were I to mention the extreme lowneſs of 
the prices, at the ſame time that it is added, Take par- 
c ticular notice, that fuch graces and diſpenſations are 
ce not granted to the poor: for, not being able to pay, 
&* they cannot be comforted,” — The infamy ſtops not 
here. The Pope, on receiving larger ſuma, will grant 
 Indulgences for many generations, ſometimes for thou- 
ſands of years together. —Need I remind you of the 
traffic that was carried on in Germany, by thoſe ſpiritual 
pedlars or hawkers, the ſtrolling friars ; whoſe unheard- 
of abuſes, in retailing pardons and diſpenſations, gave 
triſe to the bleſſed Reformation? - And what, I beſeech 
you, is the natural language of ſuch a doctrine, and ſuch 
a practice? Is it not this? Are you ſtrongly inclined to 


4e any gratification whatſoever? Be under no reſtraint; 


go to the Prieſt, and he will give you an indulgence. 
* * 1 been guilty of any fin, however great? Make 
6 yourſelf 
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6 yourſelf eaſy; go to the Prieſt, and he wilt give you 


« abſolution. Never fear, man : you may perpetrate the 


e blackeſt crimes, and be pardoned for payment; or in- 


<« deed without it, on performing ſome trivial ceremony 


of unſanctified devotion.” But to make people believe 


that they may be as wicked as they will, with ſafety for 
the next world, as well as the preſent, is ſuch a maſter- 
piece of policy for deſtroying human ſouls without num- 
ber, an enormity of ſuch magnitude, that I can find 
«© no ſize of words to clothe the bulk of it. Let it go 


C naked then, that men may ſee it the better.“ 


Thus have we examined ſome of the chief ingredients 
in that golden cup full of abominations,” with which 
the Sorcereſs in my text allures and deceives her admi- 
rers, and which accounts but too well for that ſpiri- 
tual infatuation, and peculiar profligacy, which run like 


a wide and deep contagion through Popiſh countries. 


Yet all this is but a part of her wickedneſs ;. for, while 
<< ſhe makgs the inhabitants of the earth drunk” with her 
inflaming mixture, ſhe herſelf, as was ſaid before, is 
drunken with“ the blood of the ſaints, and with the 
te blood of the martyrs of Jeſus. In her was found the 
ce blood of prophets, and of ſaints, and of all that were 
s ſlain upon the earth.” Which was 

The other point we propoſed to view very briefly. 


Now it is certain that this abandoned and ſanguinary 
Proſtitute, not contented with corrupting the ſouls of 


thoſe who were ſeduced by her, has frequently killed the 
bodies of thoſe who were not. I ſpeak to facts, and ſay, 
that armed with Bulls in one hand and daggers in 


the other, provided with a horrid apparatus of faggots, 
. AXES, racks, and gibbets, and accompanied with a 
hideous 


hideous train of executioners, ſhe has often © gone forth 
to make war with the ſaints, and to wear them out; 
pretending to ſerve the cauſe of the Prince of Peace, who 
came from the God of Peace, to defend and enlarge the 
Kingdom of Peace. | 

Satan, as was formerly obſerved, having founded an 
oppoſite kingdom, ſubyerſive of the other, labours to 


ſupport and extend it, not only in perſon, but by his 


Agents on Earth and in Hell. Of all his agents on earth, 
we contend, that the Harlot we have been deſcribing is 
the moſt aſſiduous and ſucceſsful. In managing this 
work ſhe ſuſtains, like her Maſter, the double character 
of a Deceiver and a Murderer. The firſt, if I miſtake 
not, we have ſufficiently proved. For the ſecond, we 
make our appeal to Hiſtory--Merciful Heaven! What 
« a cloud of witneſſes” appears! What a ſpectacle! 
The Souls of thoſe that have been ſlain by that “ Mo- 
« ther of Harlots, for the teſtimony of Jeſus,” and flain 

under a maſk of the warmeſt regard to his name l behold 


them riſing up in countleſs multitudes, and hear them 


crying out with a voice that ſhakes the pillars of Heaven, 
How long, O Lord, holy and true, doſt thou not judge 


L and avenge our blood on them that dwell upon the earth,” 


and on the bloody city that ** ſitteth on ſeven hills?” 
Let Hiſtory repreſent—if it be poſſible—the pious 

deſolations that have been made among the creatures of 

God by the church of Rome. Let impartial Hiſtory tell 


of the carnage committed in the Holy Wars—the Holy 
Wars !—repeatedly carried on by Popiſh Powers, and 


their followers, againſt the Saracens under the notion of 


Infidels,—Let her tell of the barbarities long practiſed on 


Proteſtants, in almoſt every part of Europe, with im- 
placable 
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placable and indifcriminating rage. Mercileſs Fiend of 
Petfecution ! Could nothing difarm thy fury? What, 


neither rank nor learning; neither the reputation of 


Wiſdom, nor the majeſty of Virtue z neither the hoary 
head of venerable Age, nor the ſmiling countenance of 
un ſuſpicious Infancy ; nor yet the entreaties and groans 


of fathers, ſons, and brothers, interceding for lives 


dearer than their own ; nor the tears and ſupplications of 
youth and beauty; nor the ſhrieks of helpleſs mothers, 
agonizing over their butchered offspring ; nor the hor- 
rors and throes of women with child? Could none 


of theſe ſuſpend thy ſavage purpoſe? And couldſt 


thou ftill plead, that zeal infpired it? And is this the 


Religion, which Proteſtants of the preſent age can look 


upon without concern or apprehenſion ? Have we then 
forgotten the long and mournful records of ages paſt ? 
Wet Hiſtory deſcribe the fires-of Smithfield, in the 
reign of the bloody Mary, and the Gunpowder Plot in 


that of James the Firſt; a plot peculiarly worthy of 
Hell and Rome |-—Let her rehearſe the maſſacre of Paris, 


in which one hundred thouſand Proteſtants were put to 
death by Roman Catholics, and of which the news no 


fooner arrived at Rome, than the Pope went in pro- 


ceflion to the Church of St. Lewis, and returned 
thanks for it to the Parent and Saviour of mankind. 
Nor let it be ſuppreſſed that this ſcene—T want an 
epithet for it—was exhibited to the congratulating 
public in a ſplendid picture, with the following in- 
ſcription, which none ſurely but a Roman-Catholic 
could read without abhorrence, The Triumph of the 
Church.“ Let Hiſtory too relate the maflacre of 
b _— within the ſhort ſpace of two months; 
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tints dark enough—the horrors of that infernal place, the, 
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children, were murdered by the champions of Popery.— 
Let the ſame faithful hand paint the ſlaughter. of many 
millions of poor Americans, on the diſcovery of their 
country by the Spaniards, under pretence of their xe- 
fuſing to be converted, as well as upon accounts purely: 
political. —And let her pencil draw—if it can find 


Inquiſition ; where all that the capacity of demons can 
invent, or the malignity of demons inflict, to haraſs, 
terrify, and torture the devoted victim, is practiſed in 


dread ful perfection. But let it be carefully remem- 


bered, that the cruelty of Popiſh Perſecutors is not 
ſatisfied with inflicting ſufferings bounded. by time. 
While they. have the pleaſure of racking and killing; 
the body, they feaſt on the idea of damning: the ſoul. 
Every individual, whom the Church of Rome has ſa- 
crificed to her wrath, ſhe conſiders as, without doubt 


and beyond redemption, the object of divine vengeance. 


The ſame ſtroke, by which ſhe extinguiſhes the life of 
a heretic, ſhe firmly and joyfully believes to be followed 


by eternal miſery But Nature ſiekens at the thought; 


and Chriſtianity turns away with deteſtation. Let us 
go on to offer ſuch reflections from the whole, as may 


be maſt proper and uſeful on this occaſion. 


And firſt. of all, what thankfulneſs do we owe to Pate. 


vidence, for ſo. diſpoſing the cireumſtances of our birth 


and education, that we have been taught as the truth 


10 is in Jeſus Se Had we been born or educated in a 


Popiſn country, is it net probable, that, like moſt others 


in the fame ſituation, we ſhould, have grown up in the 
ſame exrors, and the ſame uncharitableneſs? How few 


in 
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in any country embrace their ſyſtem of religion, from 
the pure unbiaſſed conviction of their own minds 
Is it not probable, that, in the caſe ſuppoſed, we might 
have been plunged in ignorance, duped by prieſt-craft, 

and inflamed with bigotry of the worſt kind? Is it not 
probable, that we might at one time have been erouch- 
ing under the flaviſh fears of ſuperſtition; at another, 

elated with the dreams of a wild enthuſiaſm ;—at . 
time praying to ſaints and angels; at another, bowing 
to images and relics ;—now trembling at the confeſſional 
of a mortal like ourſelves ; anon undergoing, by his ap- 
pointment, penances perhaps of the ſevereſt fort ; and 
afterwards tranſported with the thought of having ob- 
_ tained from his tribunal not only abſolution of the paſt, 
but indulgence to fin on a new ſcore? Is it not likewiſe 
poſſible, that many of us might have been for ever ſhut 
up from the chearful haunts of men, and the friendly 
offices of ſociety, in ſolitary cells, or gloomy convents, 
and there perſuaded to þelieve that we were to merit 
Heaven by being uſelefs on earth, by ſwallowing con- 
traditions and lies without number, and practifing 
without end the unneceſſary mortifications and theatrical 
forms of a monaſtic devotion? 

Having mentioned this, it may be worth while to add, 

that, out of five daughters, three or four have been fre- 


quently impriſoned during life in thoſe dreary abodes, 


and loſt beyond recovery to the more beneficent and 
amiable purpoſes of their exiſtence ; under the pretended 
ſanction of piety, but in truth moſt commonly from 
want of natural affection in the parents. And how 
ſhould natural affection obtain in general where nuptial 


A is in general baniſhed, by the corrupting in- 


fluence 
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fluence of ſo immoral a religion as we have been view- 
ing ? How ſhould the love of children prevail, where 
adultery is almoſt univerſally practiſed without controul, 
and without ſhame? _ | 
But to purſue a little farther the ſuppoſition of our 
having been bred in a Popiſh land. Put the caſe, that, 
after all the labour employed to inculcate on us the 
ſyſtem there eſtabliſhed, we had become diſguſted by its 
aſpeR, as a compoſition of abſurdity, knavery, and inhu- 
manity, covered with a thin veil of ſomething called by 
its promoters the Only True Religion. What would 
moſt probably have been the conſequence ? Even this, 
that, not ſeeing before us any thing better or wiſer which 
bore the name of piety, and either not having opportuni- 
ties, or not taking pains, to enquire whether a ſyſtem 
really deſerving the title of True Religion was not pro- 
feſſed and taught elſewhere, we ſhould have contracted 
an averſion to all religion, and ſought the unlimited gra- 
tification of our paſſions in the regions of open infidelity, 
peradventure of avowed atheiſm. Is it not thus that we 
muſt explain, in à great meaſure, the prodigious preva- 
lence of theſe in France and Italy, where Popery 
has, by its ſcandalous impoſitions, driven minds of more 
freedom, but little candour, from every form and every 
thought of piety ? A melancholy conſideration; you will 
acknowledge, though i it has not often been much attended 
to on this ſubject. | | 
But now, Proteſtants, mark the ſuperior advantages of 
your condition in this land of light, reſpecting the higheſt 
intereſts of man. You not only can ſee through the diſ- 
guife of that varniſhed but ugly ſtrumpet dcſerived 3 in our 
text, but are preſented with the genuine attractions of 
EE Ss. her. 
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her rival, the Wiſdom from aboye, that is firſt -pure, 
< then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full 
c of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocriſy.” You are inſtructed to aſſert, with firm- 
neſs and modeſty at the ſame time, the rights of private 
Judgement ; * to hold faſt, without uſing it for a cloak of 
ce maliciouſneſs, the liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 
« you free; to ſtudy and maintain the truly Catholic 
religion of the New Teſtament ; to breathe the ſpirit 
and imitate the life of its meek and lowly Author; in a 
word, to unite a rational, manly, and evangelical faith, 
with the generous virtues of a joyful and active piety. Are 
you not ſtruck with the aſtoniſhing difference between 
your lot and theirs, whom I have juſt repreſented as ex- 
poſed to the grofſeſt deluſions on one hand, or the 
extremes of ſcepticiſm on the other? Can you reflect on 
ſuch pre-eminence without emotion, without gratitude to 
God for thoſe parents, and that Bible, by whoſe aſſiſtance 
you have learnt to ſeek happineſs in the ways of truth 
and goodneſs ? Whilſt you pity and pray for the nations 
that are ſtill deceived by the ſorceries of the Church of 
Rome, whilſt you look back with horror on the fields of 
blood and engines of deſtruction ſhe has produced as 
proofs of her zeal, and whilſt you call to mind the. re- 
peated and wonderful deliverances of this country from | 
her rage, can you forbear to cry out with holy rapture, 
% Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of the 
„ fowler: the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped”: our 
& help is in the name of the Lord?“ Bleſſed be the 
Power that raiſed up, and carried on, with a ſpirit truly. 
admirable, though not always without mixtures of infir- 
mity on their part, thoſe religious, learned, and heroic 
men, 


FW 


men, to whom undet God we mult aſcribe the revival of 
knowledge, our reſcue from Popery, with her ſiſter, Ty- 
ranny, and the privileges both ſacred and civil which we 


| Nill poſſeſs. May they be confirmed, perfected, and pre- 


ſerved to our lateſt poſterity ! Our illuſtrious and vene- 
rable anceſtors had a warm ſenſe of their importance. 
Can we ſay the ſame, with regard to ourſelyes! ? Per- 
mit me, 

In the ſecond place, to intimate my fears, that © the 
ec love of many is waxed cold.” Permit me to ſay, that 
many who call themſelves Proteſtants, yes, and many 
who profefs to be Proteſtant Difſenters, ſprung from thoſe 
_ zealous men the old Puritans, can now-a-days think of 
Popery with the utmoſt tranquillity; and he who ſpeaks 
on that ſubje& with much diſapprobation, or ſuggeſts an 
idea of any danger from that quarter, bids fair to be 
thought fanciful and narrow for his pains. Moderation 
and Liberality are the prevailing cry. Do we mean to 
drop a word or a hint againſt libefality, or moderation, 
juſtly defined, and rightly underſtood ? You would have 


reaſon to deteſt us if we did. For a Proteſtant Miniſter | 


to be a bigot, were ſhamefully inconſiſtent. You will 
not, I hope, ſuſpect us of it. But tell me, my dear 
hearers, is there no ground to ſuſpect, that indifference or 
coolneſs in what relates to religion has of late years fre- 
quently aſſumed the honourable names of Moderation 
and Liberality? Is there no ground to ſuſpect, that 
great numbers talk of benevolence, philoſophy, freedom 
from vulgar prejudices, and ſo forth, who mean nothing 
more than to amuſe themſelves, and dazzle others, with 
a ſet of fine words that are become faſhionable among 
ſuch 1 live only to their , and want to get rid 
E 3 of 
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of every ſerious conſideration that would check their ca- 
reer? F ellow Chriſtians and fellow Citizens, be on your 
guard againſt this deceit, to which, it muſt be owned, the 
policy of the times does not ſeem particularly unfavour- 
able. There are more ways of going to perdition, than 
by following the lead of a worthleſs or ignorant prieſt. 
For my own part, 1 ſcruple not to declare, that I have a 
better opinion of the moſt implicit believer in Popery, 
who nevertheleſs means honeſtly, lives virtuouſly—a, 
caſe neither impoſſible nor uncommon—T have a much 
better opinion of this man as to his heart, and feel much 
more affection for him in mine, than I am able to enter- 
tain for thoſe people who are perpetually haranguing 
about the beautiful qualities before mentioned, but diſco- 
ver no veneration for their Maker, no attention to his 
worſhip, and no regard for morals. Where the duties and 
decencies of life are obſerved, and the Almighty is treated 
with proper marks of reverence, we give full credit to 
the integrity of men who happen to think very differently 
trom ourſelves; we love them for their worth; and we 
conſider this as a point of moderation, and a ſentiment 
of liberality, which he who ſhould oppoſe or renounce 
would prove himſelf contracted, uncandid, and unchari- 
table. But though we have every kind allowance to 
make for individuals of the Romiſh communion, and 
all due reſpect for virtuous characters among thoſe 
of the Proteſtant, who apprehend nothing from the 
increaſe of Popery in theſe kingdoms, we cannot help 
exprefling our own uneaſineſs on that head, and bear- 
ing our ſolemn teſtimony againſt the ſyſtem itſelf, for 
the reaſons we have aſſigned, and for many more 
which might have been added, had your time allowed- 


1497 
The Abſurdities of that ſyſtem have been expofed 
to juſt ridicule by a variety of pious and ingenious 
writers. Unqueſtionably they merit much contempt, . 
mingled with pity for the underſtandings of thoſe - 
who can be ſo blinded as to embrace them. But 
their immoral and deluſive tendency has not perhaps 
been always ſufficiently conſidered, From what you 
have now heard, I truſt it appears, that Popery is, 
in the fulleſt ſenſe. of the phraſe, a © Myſtery of 
« Iniquity;” and that its artful inventors and pro- 
pagators deſerve the ſerious indignation of every en- 
lightened Chriſtian,. for impoſing on mankind, under 
the higheſt profeſſion of ſanctity and zeal, what they 
muſt ſecretly. know is in many particulars a. direct 
contraſt to the Myſtery of Godlineſs,” an inſidious 
combination of opinions and practices inimical to the 
intereſts of Chriſtianity, which are the. intereſts of 
truth and righteouſneſs. 2b. . 
Some of the Popiſh abſurdities, I confeſs, are 
only fit to excite a ſmile; nor can I forbear 
wondering at the power of face in a number of 
more intelligent Prieſts, who regularly go on main- 
taining and defending them with inflexible gravity 
and feeming earneſtneſs. But many of them we have 
found immediately repugnant to the great principles 
of a holy life, and a rational devotion. And of thoſe 
that do not appear ſo offenſive in this view, there 
are ſtill many which prove very hurtful, though by 
remoter conſequence. As Proteſtants you believe, 
that ſound knowledge, ſpiritual worſhip, a ſacred 
regard to the joint voice of Reaſon, of Conſcience, 
and of Scripture, entertaining honourable ſentiments 
| i of 


of God, calling no man your Father upon che 
earth, and following Chriſt, as your common Maſter, 
with ſimplicity, ſteadfaſtneſs, and charity for all good 


men; I ſay, that as Proteſtants you believe theſe 


to be the proper means of religious virtue, and the 
ſure road to eternal life. What then are you, a 
Proteſtants, to think of keeping men ignorant, of 


making them ſuperſtitious, of diſcouraging them from 


free enquiry, of commanding them to ſubmit im- 
plicitly to the Pope as their Father, and to all 
whom he ſhall appoint as their Maſters under him; 
of filling their minds with unworthy conceptions of 
God, as an arbitrary, cruel, and capricious Being, 
pleaſed with the pageantry of trifling obſervances, 
filly ceremonies, and unnatural auſterities, delighted 
with ſcenes of blood, offended with his creatures if 
they venture to uſe the faculties he has given them, 


and denouncing the moſt terrible woes againſt every 


one who will not admit that a Prieſt can convert a 
wafer into the real fleſh and blood of Chriſt, the 
wafer too retaining all the while its form, colour, 
taſte, and ſmell ? Shall it be ſaid that ſuch abſurdities 
are harmleſs ? Can it be thought productive of no 
evil, to contradict the cleareſt report of the ſenſes, 
to confound the plaineſt reaſonings of the mind, to 
deſtroy the mildeſt affections of the heart, to dif- 


honour the Deity in the groſſeſt manner, to render. 


inſignificant the moſt important obligations of virtue, 
and, as if all this were not enough, to call it, by 
an excluſive title, Religion? 

What was it, I beſeech you, that firſt be el, 
and long ſupported, in the Church of Rome, the 


flerce 
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kerce and ſanguinary ſpirit which we are told ſhe 
has now relinquiſhed? What was it chiefly, but her 
ardent veneration for thoſe and other abſurdities,, as 


_ conſtituting in her opinion the only faith, by. which 


men could be ſaved, and which her governors, in- 
flamed with pride and fanaticiſm, aſſured her, who- 
ever reſiſted would not only. incur. damnation, but 


5 ought to ſuffer death, as the enemies of God and 


conſequently to kill them would, be to do God ſer- 
vice? Has ſhe then relinquiſhed this opinion ? Have 
her governors, reverſed. theſe aſſurances? Are pride 
and fanaticiſm no longer ruling. paſſions amongſt men 
holding the ſame doctrines, and obſerving, the ſame 
forms, that originally contributed to produce, and af- 
terwards aſſiſted, for ſo many centuries, in preferving 
them? What reaſon is there to, ſuppoſe, that. the, 


Popiſh Clergy are become leſs fond of power, or of the 
engine by which they were raiſed to it? If many of 


them have acquired new light, by the diffuſion of 
learning and philoſophy, what effects has it produced: 
upon the face of their Church? Have they publicly, 
reprobated a ſingle error in the eſtabliſhed. ſyſtem, or, 
dropped a fingle practice of their former ſuperſtition ?, 
Have they in a body expreſſed one ſentiment of 
toleration, or given the ſmalleſt hint of Chriſtian 
charity for thoſe who differ from them? Have. they 
not always, if they could do it with ſafety, betrayed 
the rancour of Perſecution, when rouſed by eccleſiaſtical 
motives? If from political conſiderations. the Proteſt 
ants in France are not now ſubjected to the ſame 
cruelties as before, the ſmallneſs of their number not 


Fefing the ſame Ts can it be ſaid, that their 


con- 
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condition is reſpectable, advantageous, or ſecure? Is not 


the intolerant ſpirit of Popery ſtill proclaimed by the 


Inquiſitions in Portugal and Spain? Have not the 
horrible barbarities of the laſt been very lately ex- 
perienced by numbers, and ſome of them * of 
rank and reputation? | | 

But many Roman Catholics abhor every kind and de- 
gree of inhumanity; and many, we doubt not, diſap- 
prove of thoſe tenets which they apprehend to be impious 
or immoral. Of thoſe they ſill adopt, we are likewiſe 
willing to hope, any Hurtful' tendency, which they do 
not ſuſpect, will always be happily counter-worked by 
better principles. From men of this caſt, neither our 
religious nor civil rights can ever probably be in danger. 
Their ſenſe of worth and honour will, in their caſe, ren- 
der the Oaths provided by a late Act ſufficiently bind- 
ing. Meanwhile we cannot think their conduct on the 
preſent occaſion very conſiſtent. Ought they not to 
ſeparate from a community that pretends, in any in- 
ſtance, to ſanctify the breach of the moſt facred ties ? 


How can they agree to expreſs, in the ftrongeſt terms it 
is poſſible to imagine, their deteſtation of this damnable 


doctrine, and total diſbelief of the Pope's having the 
leaſt power to abſolve them from fuch obligations, and 
yet profeſs to believe in Popery; a religion which 
they know reſts on the Infallibility and Unlimited Au- 


thority of the Pope as its very foundation, and aſcribes 


to him, as an unalienable right, the full power of diſ- 


penſing with all crimes whatſoever, the fouleſt not ex- 


Ne ? 
But however much we may be diſpoſed to ty | on the 
* behaviour of many Popiſh Gentlemen, and however 
heartily 
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1 
heartily we rejoice in the ſecular advantages lately held 
out to all of that communion amongſt us, we cannot 
enter ſo readily into the wiſdom or propriety of permit- 
ting Popiſn Prieſts to open Chapels and Schools in any 
part of England, and thus giving them the faireſt oppor- 
tunities of preaching and teaching their pernicious tenets 

publicly. It has been juſtly remarked, that, before this 
privilege was granted, the Roman Catholics had no rea- 
ſon to complain. The men of fortune might ſtill have 

Prieſts in their houſes ; and there was a ſufficient number 


r of them in the country for the common people. There 
: was ſeldom any notice taken of them by the magiſtrate; 
F and then it was ſuch only, as ſeemed neceſſary to pre- 
/ vent the influx of foreign prieſts. In ſhort, they had 
every indulgence, reſpecting their religion, that the 
b Laws formerly judged conſiſtent with the ſafety of 
2 our civil and religious liberties liberties which their 
: religion, if they zealouſly eſpouſed it, would not allow 
2 them to tolerate, in the event of their obtaining the ſupe- 
” riority. Becauſe from perſons of more enlarged ideas, 
: and humanized diſpoſitions, we may have nothing to 
. fear, does it follow that we are ſecure from every en- 
95 croachment or attempt of the bigots and enthuſiaſts of 
* that perſuaſion ? Does it follow that we have nothing to 
" fear from the influence of crafty and indefatigable prieſts 
Id on ignorant multitudes, and their neglected children, to 
HD whom thoſe Prieſts ſhall promiſe Heaven, not if they will 
8 be virtuous and good, but if they will believe and do, 
. without ſcruple or exception, whatever Holy Mother 
0 Church requires? Who does not know the zeal of that 
0 Church to make proſelytes? And who does not ſee 
Th with what eaſe proſelytes to ſuch. à faith may be made 
wy: | | F among 
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among creatures ſo untaught, ſo vulgar, ſo credulous, 


and ſo prone to licentiouſneſs ? 

But to proceed; ſuppoſe our temporal concerns ſhould 
be no way endangered by the propagation of Popery, is it 
right for a Chriſtian State to encourage the growth of ah 


Antichriſtian Church? If Government be not ſab- 


verted, is it of no importance though Religion ſhould? 
Is our virtue ſunk ſo low, that we fee] not any con- 
cern about it, if our property be ſafe? What would 
you think of that parent who ſhould tell his neighbour 


next door to him, © You may teach my children any 


< principles you pleaſe, provided you meddle not _ 
the ceconomy of my houſe ?”? 

We would not, God knows, hurt in the ſmalleſt ;nflance 
a ſingle Papiſt living, But ſurely neither the laws of 
charity, nor the rules of candour, demand that we ſhould 


lay ourſelves open to be injured by Papiſts in our moſt 


eſſential intereſts, We thank God for inclining ſo many 


of our brethren in Scotland, among perſons of the beſt 
underſtanding and greateſt humanity, to expreſs a diſ- 


approbation of any meaſurg that might expoſe their part 
of the kingdom yet more to the inroads and machinations 
of Popery. As for You, my reſpected friends of this 


Congregation, permit me to hope that it will never be in- 


the power of any to withdraw your affection from the 
Proteſtant cauſe, or to lull your vigilance againſt its 
enemies. That I may affift in keeping you watchful 
and ſteady, in directing your zeal and quickening your 

diligence, let me conclude with a few exhortations. | 
Bear in mind, as well as you are able, the facts, the ar- 
Re, and the remarks, Few? "__ now heard. Acquaint 
yourſelves 


1 
yourſelves more and more with the doQtrines and pre. 
cepts of Chriſtianity, as all divinely adapted to make you 
happy, by making you wiſe and good. Endeavour more 
and more to feel their purifying and eonſoling energy. 
Teach your children the ſame glorious. principles ; in- 
ſtrut them in their nature and deſign : ſtudy to form 
them Proteſtants on conviction : accuſtom them to know 
and love the Scriptures from their youth: guard them 
againſt ſeducers; and give them an example of undiſ- 
ſembled devotion. Reflect ſeriouſly, that, as your privi+ 
leges are great, your improvement ſhould and your ac- 
count will be great in proportion; that to renounce the 
errors and practiſe the vices, or retain the ſpirit of Po- 
pery, to profeſs the Reformed Religion and remain unre- 
formed, would only ſubject you to greater ſhame and 
heavier condemnation. If you are ambitious of diſplay- 
ing its truth and purity to mankind, and of convincing 
or confuting its adverſaries, truſt me, the moſt effectual 
method will be an uniform practice of ſtrict, but unaf- 
fected ſanctity and honour. As to thoſe who may “ halt 
© between two opinions ;*” if they ſee that you are better 
men than Papiſts commonly are, they will be difpoſed to 
conclude that you are ſounder believers. And let me 
add, ſuch a conduct will be the moſt ſatisfactory, if not 
the ſureſt, evidence to your own minds, that you have 
choſen well. Only perſevere. Reſolve firmly, by the 
grace of God, that whatever you may be called to ſuffer, 
| you will not make ſhipwreck of faith and a good con- 
© ſcience ;”” that whatever you may be compelled to part 
with beſide, you will on no account part with your 
Bible; and that if Schools and Chapels ſhould be opened 
for the purpoſes of thoſe who would take it from you, 


they 
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_ they ſhall only have the effect of making you liſp. it 
the faſter, hold it the firmer, and preſs it the cloſer to 
your boſoms. Often recall the memories, and, in the 
hearing of your friends and families, recite the praiſes of 
thoſe illuſtrious perſons, who, in former days, conſulted; 
planned, argued, laboured, wrote, contended, ſuffered, 
died, or were willing to die, for the Proteſtant Religion, 
and to whom, as its patrons and guardians, under Pro- 
vidence, you are indebted for the ſpiritual advantages, 
and the civil rights, you ſtill enjoy. Be earneſt in your 
ſupplications to the Throne of Merey for their conti- 
Nuance, for removing the calamities we feel, and avert- 
ing thoſe that threaten us at this conj juncture—a con- 
juncture the moſt difficult, dangerous, and extraordinary, 
we have ever witneſſed. Where indeed i is the man that, 
reaſoning from paſt events, can with any degree of pro- 
bability foretell its iſſue, or throw light upon the gloom 
that ſurrounds us? But what though it appears almoſt 
impenetrable, what though human counſel ſeems only to 
have increaſed the obſcurity, and multiplied dur diſtreſs? 
Divine wiſdom. can ſtill deliver us, if we are 511. objects 


of divine com pathon, 
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